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INTRODUCTION: Chemotherapy administration is central to modern oncology. It is 

complex and high risk. The safe administration of chemotherapy is best done by 

competent, trained professionals in properly equipped facilities following 

standardized pathways and procedures. There are currently no South African 

standards and guidelines for oncologists, oncology pharmacists or chemotherapy 

nurses for the safe storing, prescribing, mixing, administering and disposal of 

chemotherapy.  

OBJECTIVES: To report on a recent initiative to address the lack of local national 

standards and guidelines for the safe storing, prescribing, mixing, administering and 

disposal of chemotherapy taking into account our local context.   

This initiative consists of aspirational guidelines aimed at providing a standardized 

resource document addressing the safe administration of chemotherapy in South 

Africa.  

The overarching aim of this initiative is to promote safety – a safe environment for 

both patients and staff in the administration of chemotherapy in South Africa.  

DESIGN AND METHODS: The need for local standards and guidelines was 

detected and assessed via an ongoing local audit programme of oncology facilities 

throughout South Africa.  

To address this need a representative working group was established. This 

consisted of oncologists, oncology pharmacists and oncology nurses. A literature 

search, looking at international standards and processes in these three areas, was 

undertaken. Based on this research, a proposed draft standards and guidelines 

document was generated. This initial draft was circulated to a local oncology network 

for comment. The document plus the feedback and comments were discussed and 

debated in a workshop of chemotherapy staff from both the private and public 

oncology sectors at a local oncology conference in Aug. 2016. The resultant updated 

document was then distributed for wider comment. A follow-up workshop of leader 

oncology nurses was held in January 2017 at which the oncology nurses’ standards 

and guidelines were debated, reviewed and finalised.   

Following final input by interested parties the document will be put forward for local 

publication. 

Action lists, SOPs and supportive documents that are derived from this document 

will be used for further quality assessment and audits of chemotherapy practices. 

CONCLUSION: A report on the pragmatic collaborative and inclusive approach to 

addressing an unmet need by oncology professionals from different specialities can 



result in meaningful development of processes aimed to improve both patients and 

staff experience and safety in the oncology environment. 
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